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Greetings Friends of Lake 
Paran!

As we move patiently through 
this cold and rainy spring we 
look forward to another great 
summer at the lake! We’ve 
been working hard all year as 
we prepare to offer another 
fabulous season of fun at our 
own community run, natural 
resource.

We are delighted that Marlene 
Driscoll will return as the 
lake’s director as well as John 
Andrews as assistant director. 
As you can see from the 
enclosed calendar we have 
lots of wonderful activities, for 
children and adults, planned for 
this summer. Please check our 
website and facebook regularly 
for updates. 
www.lakeparan.org
Some of the more significant 
offerings we plan for this 
summer include our second 
annual Bluegrass Festival 
on July 29, 30 and 31 as well 
as an outdoor environmental 
camp we will run during July 
and August for children and 
youth. You will be seeing flyers 
around town for both of these 
events but they will also be 
listed at our website. In addition 
we plan to have WIFI available 
at the lake this summer so you 
can surf the web while eating 
one of Marlene’s famous grilled 
cheese sandwiches! 

The board of Paran Recreations 
is dedicated to providing   our 
entire community with safe, 
affordable summer recreation.

We are planning to renovate 
the “Y dock” this summer so 
if you can afford an additional 
contribution, please check the 
box on the membership form 
and send us an additional check 
or add some money to your 
membership. We thank you 
in advance for your help and 
support of this wonderful asset in 
the heart of our community!

See you at the lake! 
Paran Board of Directors

www.lakeparan.org
Summer 2011
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Calendar of Events
May Opening Memorial Weekend 
Volleyball League starts 
June 11 Life Guard Appreciation Day 
June 18 Talent Show 5:00-8:00 pm
Zumba Classes, Yoga Classes
July Environmental Camps,
Zumba Classes, Yoga Classes, 
July 29-31 Bluegrass Festival
August 1-5 Wunderleas Big Top 
Circus Camp 
August 8-12 Hip/Hop Swim Camp 9-1pm  
K-2nd grade 
August 15-19 Hip/Hop 
Swim Camp 9-1pm 
contact: Allyson Hoffman 375-8007 
August 20 Dessert Cabaret 6-9 pm 
September 3-5 Closing Labor Day 
Weekend. 
October 8 Harvest Party 12-4 pm
Winter Fun! November-March
Look for Full Moon parties, ice skating 
and bonfire/potluck announcements on 
facebook
January Penguin Plunge

Lake Paran
Bluegrass Festival
North Bennington, Vermont

JULY 29-31, 2011
www.lakeparan.org 802.442.3328

We are grateful for your membership 
and support. 



Wanted!
We’re looking for a couple 
of good used kayaks. If you 
have one collecting dust in 
your garage please consider 
donating it to the lake. Of 
course, we could also use 
the life jackets and paddles. 
Pick-up can be arranged.
Thank you!

perch and bass and showed him 
my basket.  “Get any trout?” he 
asked. “ Nope,” I replied, “The 
season isn’t open yet,” and I 
started to leave.
   He said, “Eddie, you’d better 
go in the men’s roon and pull that 
fish up your leg a little. His tail’s 
showing.”
   Pa ate the trout and I couldn’t 
fish for a whole month.
 

The south shore of Lake Paran 1907Story by Edwin Colvin
Author of  “There was a Time in Old Vermont”   Illustration by Dianne M. Sherman

 The following spring, one day after chores were done, Dad  said I could go fishing at Lake Paran on 
a Saturday P.M. On the first cast I caught a fourteen inch brown trout. The season wasn’t open yet, 
so I notched his dorsal fin and went home. Incidentally, there are certain times of the year when trout 
may not be taken so as to insure that they can spawn, which means lay their eggs, thus guaranteeing 
reproduction and continued good fishing.  Each species of fish is so protected, but not all have the 
same reproductive time so the seasons vary.  
   I went back fishing again on the following Saturday afternoon and on my first cast caught the same 
brown trout with the notched dorsal fin.  The season was still not due to open for a week but I hid the 
trout under a rock and proceeded to catch perch and bass until it was time to go home.  I couldn’t bring 
myself to leave the trout as he was dead. I’d let him die and had been brought up to “waste not, want 
not.” What to do? I didn’t dare put him in my basket for fear of being checked by a game warden, and I 
knew my Dad would be wild if I brought him home, but I couldn’t leave hime there to go to waste.  I took 
one shoelace and ran it through his gills, raised my pantleg and tied him to my leg and slid the pantleg 
down over him. I cut the other shoelace in half to use to tie on both my shoes and proceeded to walk 
down the tracks to my home.  I had to go by the train station where a friend of mine, the station master, 
could see me. I always stopped to chat with him but this time I waved and went on. He rapped on the 
window and motioned for me to come in.  He asked how the fishing was and I told him I had caught



Pavilion Rentals 
Need a spot for a 
birthday party, family 
gathering, company 
outing or other event? 

The covered pavilion is 
available  for rental all 
summer long. 

You’ll enjoy exclusive 
use of the pavilion 
during your event. 
Bring your grill and 
coolers and make a 
day of it!
Pavilion Rentals: $75

Lake Paran Recreation Area
Membership Information - 2011

The south shore of Lake Paran 1907

Amenities at the Lake
• Beautiful sandy beach
• Beach House
• Changing area
• Snack bar
• Pavillion with picnic tables
• 2 docks
• Kiddie slide
• Floating raft
• Lifeguards
• Canoe & row boat rentals
• Fishing
• Gorgeous scenery
• Yoga/Zumba by the lake
• Volleyball Tournaments

Single: $35
Dual/Couple: $50 - Two (2) people residing at the same address

Family: $75 - Up to five (5) people residing at the same address

Supporting Member: $110 - Up to five (5) people residing at the same address. Free canoe rentals

Business: $250 — Six (6) transferable admission badges for you, your staff and guests to share and 
enjoy all season long.
Additional Contributuion       I would like to support the rebuilding of the “Y dock”.

All memberships include unlimited use of the beach and facilities during normal operating hours.

Complete this form, detach and mail with your payment to:
Lake Paran Recreations, Inc PO Box 393 
North Bennington, VT 05257

Lake Director: Marlene Driscoll

Board of Directors
President: Alisa Del Tufo
Bob Howe, Kathy Zemianick, 
Kage Brower, Jennifer Fels, 
Karen Schroeder, Emily Hunter

 

  
  Address

  
  Town         State      Zipcode

  Phone        Email

 Name



Did You Know?
Lake Paran Recreation Area is 

operated by Paran Recreations Inc. 

An all-volunteer, non-profit 501(c)(3) 

organization. All membership fees and 

financial gifts go directly to maintaining 

and enhancing the recreation area. 

Financial gifts and donations are tax 

deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Lake Paran Recreation, Inc.
P.O. Box 393
North Bennington, VT
05257

(get ready for) The Lake Paran Bluegrass Festival
July 29-31, 2011Last year we held our first Bluegrass Festival as a 

  fundraising effort for Lake Paran and it was a wonderful success!  There was tons     
  of incredible music, swimming, camping and food on site. Many people and local
    businesses from the Lake Paran and North Bennington community came and
     supported   this wonderful effort to raise funds for much needed renovations at
                         the lake. We were hosts to some really incredible local talent and 
                     we are welcoming back this year’s lineup on 2 stages with the
                following acts: Moe Harrington, Gold Town, Cambridge County Line,
                The Hill Hollow Band, Deena Chappell, The Dusty Pilgrims, Lousy 
        Cowboy Music, Dorothy Jane Siver, Wildwood, Julie Dugan,
      Topenjamin and much more. Please come and join the fun. 
       Information on tickets is on the website: www.lakeparan.org
               Interested in volunteering? It takes a village to have a bluegrass festival. 
                   Contact Alisa DelTufo 802-442-3328 alisa@thresholdcollaborative.org


